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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY BOARD       

FROM:  DAN KEPPEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: UPDATE REPORT   

DATE:  NOVEMBER 4, 2024  

 

This memo is intended to keep you apprised as to what is happening regarding policy issues the 
Family Farm Alliance (Alliance) is engaged in. In the past month, much of our efforts have focused 
on monitoring and engaging in Western water legislative negotiations, engaging with the Bureau 
of Reclamation (Reclamation) on Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Acct (IIJA) implementation, 
public speaking, and media/public outreach, launching our search for a new executive director, 
and other important organizational administrative matters. These issues and other matters 
important to our members are further discussed in this memo.  
 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
 
With Election Day approaching, leaders from the Departments of Agriculture (USDA) and Interior 
(DOI) dumped a load of money (or at least, announcements of obligations to spend the money) 
across rural America, working with Democrats to shore up rural support and tout the under the 
Biden-Harris Administration.  Administration leaders continue to distribute hundreds of millions 
of dollars of funding provided by massive spending bills passed by Congress in 2021 and 2022. 
The Biden administration is ramping up rollout of Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) ag funds, with a 
historic $7.7 billion investment for climate-smart agriculture funding announced last month.  
USDA also allocated $1.3 billion in October in rural energy funding. Those investments come as 
GOP leaders like Speaker Mike Johnson have reasserted plans to roll back the IRA and other 
Biden-era climate support if Republicans win in November. 

1. Recent Administration Ag/Water Federal Spending Announcements 

Many of the recently announced funds will benefit Western efforts to bolster drought resilience as 
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one of the hottest records on summer recedes. President Biden signed the IIJA —also known as 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) – into law in 2021, which provides a total of $8.3 billion 
to Reclamation over five years for water infrastructure projects, including rural water, water 
storage, conservation and conveyance, nature-based solutions, dam safety, water purification and 
reuse, and desalination. Since the IIJA was signed in November 2021, Reclamation has announced 
more than $4.1 billion for more than 537 projects.  
 
Less than one year after the IIJA was signed into law, President Biden on August 16, 2022 signed 
the $459 billion IRA – a massive health care, climate and tax bill – into law.  The legislation 
provided $4 billion of funding for Reclamation, intended to address the Western drought crisis, 
and another $20 billion to the USDA to provide farmers and ranchers with climate-smart 
agriculture tools they need to address the climate crisis.  The IRA also provided $4.9 billion in 
additional funding available to the Forest Service (USFS) to protect communities from wildfire 
and invest in climate smart forestry.  
 
The Alliance was part of a five-organization steering committee that led over 220 water and 
agriculture organizations who played a critical role in securing the IIJA and IRA funding. Both the 
IIJA and IRA laws collectively provided a once in a generation level of federal funding to support 
water infrastructure and drought needs in the West.  
 

a. $1.5 Billion to Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 
 
USDA on October 23 announced a historic $1.5 billion for 92 partner-driven conservation projects 
through the RCPP, a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural 
resource challenges on agricultural land. The federal investment was made with funding available 
through the Farm Bill and the IRA. Partners will provide $968 million in contributions to amplify 
the impact of the federal investment. Selected RCPP projects will help farmers, ranchers, and forest 
landowners adopt and expand voluntary, locally led conservation strategies to enhance natural 
resources while tackling the climate crisis. The projects support priorities in conservation and 
climate and can save farmers money and increase productivity. There are also 16 projects that 
address water conservation in the West. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) set 
aside $100 million for Tribal-led projects, part of a broader effort to support Tribes and Tribal 
producers through NRCS conservation programs. From this set aside, NRCS has made seven 
awards to five different tribes and tribal entities. Since the start of the Biden-Harris Administration, 
RCPP has made 334 awards totaling more than $3 billion. Since its inception, RCPP has made 812 
awards involving more than 4,000 partner organizations, with more than $4 billion in NRCS 
funding amplified by another $4 billion in partner contributions. 
  

b. Partnership for Climate-Smart Commodities  
 
USDA on October 17 highlighted the Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities, a new funding 
opportunity that expands markets for commodities produced using climate-smart production 
methods. This effort is intended to assist farmers, ranchers, and private forest landowners 
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implement climate-smart production practices on working lands to build soil health, reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, sequester carbon, enhance productivity and build revenue. A progress 
report released by USDA highlights the Partnerships program. Since its creation in September 
2022, USDA has invested $3.03 billion in 135 projects that have 1) Connected over 14,000 farms 
to climate-smart markets, premiums and incentives; 2) Enrolled over 3.2 million acres of working 
land into climate-smart practices; 3) Sequestered over 400,000 metric tons of carbon, with over 60 
million tons estimated by project completion; and 4) Made over 40 climate-smart commodities 
available to consumers. USDA believes these results show strong early progress toward the 
cumulative goals for the 5-year projects. 
  

c. Forest Legacy Program 
  
USFS on October 29 announced an investment of more than $265 million in IRA funding to 
conserve nearly 335,000 acres of ecologically and economically significant forestlands across the 
nation, in partnership with states across the country. USFS will fund 21 projects in 17 states to 
conserve working forests that support rural economies. In 2024 alone, USFS has invested nearly 
$420 million to conserve more than 500,000 acres through the Forest Legacy Program and since 
2021, has invested more than $758 million in 123 projects. Through the Forest Legacy Program, 
states work with Tribes, local communities, and landowners to identify important private 
forestlands and USFS selects the top proposals for funding through a competitive, entirely 
voluntary process and provides grant funding to participating states so they may implement the 
work. Some of this land will stay in private ownership and will be permanently protected and 
conserved as forests, while states will also purchase other parcels. 
  

d. Reclamation IIJA Funding Announcements  
  
Reclamation recently announced a nearly $92 million investment for 19 projects to restore and 
protect aquatic ecosystems. This funding from the IIJA and annual appropriations implemented by 
the Reclamation will be awarded to projects in six Western states for the study, design and 
construction of aquatic ecosystem restoration projects that will improve the health of fish, wildlife 
and aquatic ecosystems.  These investments are part of the $1 billion provided by the IIJA for the 
WaterSMART program.   
 

e. Ecosystem Restoration in the Klamath Basin 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) last month announced nearly $46 million in investments 
from the IIJA for ecosystem restoration activities that address high-priority Klamath Basin water-
related challenges in southern Oregon and northern California. In February, the Department 
announced a landmark agreement between the Klamath Tribes, Yurok Tribe, Karuk Tribe and 
Klamath Water Users Association to advance collaborative efforts to restore the Klamath Basin 
ecosystem and improve water supply reliability for Klamath Project agriculture. Funds announced 
recently will support 24 restoration projects developed by signers of this agreement, as well as 
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other Tribes and other conservation partners. Through the IIJA, FWS is investing a total of $162 
million over five years to restore the Klamath region’s ecosystem and repair local economies.  
 
As part of the investments, $13 million will be used to complete restoration of the Agency-Barnes 
wetland units of Upper Klamath National Wildlife Refuge and provide fish habitat access in 
tributary creeks. Covering 14,356 acres, the restored wetland will create vital habitat for waterfowl, 
federally endangered suckers, and other species, making it one of the largest wetland restoration 
initiatives in the United States. Last month, I toured this project, which is spearheaded by Ducks 
Unlimited (DU), FWS and the Klamath Tribes. My primary reason for participating was to support 
our friends at DU and to connect with some of my old friends from the Klamath Tribe. I hosted 
staff from the DU Western Regional Office at my home for dinner. On site, I also met the new 
chairman of the Klamath Tribal Council, William Ray. Hopefully this event can help kickstart the 
face-to-face meetings that need to happen between irrigators and the Tribes if we want to achieve 
true solutions that benefit communities up and down the Klamath River. 
 

f. Alliance Engagement 
 
In response to a request we made during our DC fly-in last September, Reclamation on October 
30 hosted an aging infrastructure webinar to provide an update on where and how the IIJA / IRA 
funds are being spent. Reclamation will also be following up with some additional information 
regarding expected impacts to the Aging Infrastructure Account from allocating IIJA dollars to 
non-reimbursable reserved works. We also asked for a breakdown of which projects may be 100% 
non-reimbursable. Reclamation during the webinar confirmed that 45% of the dollars expended so 
far are related to non-reimbursable projects. This is a concern. We also want Reclamation to 
explain how water customers will be consulted and involved in deciding which XM projects to 
request. 
 

2. Department of the Army: Mike Connor Steps Down As ASA 
 
Michael Connor, Assistant Secretary of the Army (ASA) for Civil Works (CW), announced last 
month that he would step down from the position he has held for the past 3 ½ years. The ASA is 
critically important, since, among other duties, this position oversees the Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps), which has jurisdiction over several areas that impact Western water users. Mr. Connor 
led the effort to modernize policies, processes, and tools to better serve the interests of 
marginalized communities and Tribal Nations.  He also worked closely with the Corps on disaster 
relief efforts, including the effort to reopen Baltimore harbor following the collapse of Key Bridge. 
 
In May 2021, the Alliance formally supported Mr. Connor’s confirmation by the Senate to the 
ASA position. We were particularly pleased that Mr. Connor attended every Alliance annual 
conference during his eight years with Reclamation and DOI in the Obama Administration. He 
also worked collaboratively with other stakeholder groups as well, where he applied the same 
balanced and pragmatic problem-solving approach. We thank Mike Connor for his latest service 
as ASA and we look forward to working with him in his future endeavors. 
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3. DOI, Reclamation  
 

a. Reclamation Manual Updates 
 
The Reclamation Manual consists of a series of Policy and Directives and Standards. Collectively, 
these releases assign program responsibility and establish and document Reclamation-wide 
methods of doing business. Draft Reclamation Manual releases are now available for public review 
and comment. CMP 09-04, “Planning for Major Rehabilitation and Replacement of Existing 
Assets” is available for review until 11/30/24. There are also ongoing opportunities for review 
ENV 08-01,  “Sustainable Construction, Renovation, Operations, and Leasing of Bureau of 
Reclamation Building Assets” is available for review until 11/28/24. To access the draft materials, 
visit https://www.usbr.gov/recman/index.html. 
 

b. Reclamation Postpones Deadline for Colorado River Draft EIS 
 
Reclamation has postponed its deadline for the release of a draft environmental impact statement 
(EIS) on the future management of the Colorado River to sometime in 2025, as negotiations among 
the seven river basin states remain unresolved in replacing the current operating regime set to 
expire at the end of 2026. Persistent drought has heightened tensions over water allocations 
between the Upper Basin (Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming) and the Lower Basin 
(Arizona, California, and Nevada). Despite a 2023 emergency agreement, states are deadlocked 
on sharing future water cuts and addressing the impacts of climate change on river supplies. The 
Biden Administration has also been urged to prioritize tribal water rights, which remain 
underdeveloped and uncompensated, adding further complexity to the discussions. 
 

DEVELOPMENTS IN CONGRESS 
 

4. Congress Not Returning Before the Election to Pass Supplemental Disaster Aid 
 
After Hurricane Milton devastated Florida, the Biden Administration and House Republican 
leadership, including Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA), agree that new disaster funding legislation 
can wait until after the November elections. Despite pressure from lawmakers in disaster-affected 
states, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) officials and congressional leaders assert 
the agency can currently manage with the $20.3 billion allocated last month. However, concerns 
remain about FEMA’s ability to handle future emergencies, as it has already spent $9 billion from 
its disaster fund. Small Business Administration disaster loans are also at risk of running out before 
the end of October. While some House lawmakers are pushing for urgent action, introducing bills 
to provide supplemental funding, for now, congressional leaders maintain they will revisit funding 
needs when Congress returns in November. 
 
The aftermath of Hurricane Milton on the state of Florida threatens to exhaust the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP), which is already financially strained. The NFIP, covering nearly 2 
million policies in areas impacted by Milton and last month’s Hurricane Helene, may deplete its 
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$5 billion fund and require borrowing from its $9.9 billion Treasury limit. Lawmakers are bracing 
for a lame duck session debate over how to address the situation, with options including raising 
the NFIP’s borrowing cap, appropriating additional funds, or forgiving more debt, as was done 
after the 2017 hurricanes. However, political disagreements complicate these solutions. While 
Congress isn’t set to return until after the November elections, experts believe there is time to 
intervene if needed. Lawmakers stress they will ensure policyholders receive the funds they are 
owed, despite the NFIP’s long-standing financial challenges. 
 
Meanwhile, less than a week before the elections, USDA announced it was issuing payments to 
agricultural producers impacted by natural disasters, including $143 million in crop insurance 
indemnities for Florida producers impacted by Hurricane Milton and more than $92 million for 
livestock producers, nationwide, who faced increased supplemental feed costs as a result of forage 
losses due to 2022 qualifying drought and wildfire.  
 

5. Farm Bill  
  
I’ve previously reported to you about the uncertain state of farm bill negotiations. The 2023 farm 
bill was extended one year to September 30, 2024, but has now expired again. Most House 
Republicans, including Agriculture Committee Chair Glenn Thompson (R-PA), are urging GOP 
leadership to prioritize the 2024 farm bill after the November elections, stressing that farmers 
can't afford to wait due to rising production costs and falling commodity prices. The farm bill 
faces delays due to partisan disagreements over climate and nutrition programs, and a $30 billion 
budget gap. Farm bill negotiations lagged for most of the year, but momentum began to shift in 
September as hundreds of ag groups -concerned about the loss of financial assistance provided 
by Title 1 of the farm bill – flooded Capitol Hill with horror stories of the looming massive 
bankruptcies that producers of Title 1 crops (particularly corn, soybeans, and cotton) would face 
if the Farm Bill is not finalized soon. This generated media coverage that renewed calls for major 
economic assistance to those producers. This in turn triggered some action on Capitol Hill, where 
it looks like some sort of economic assistance supplemental appropriation might be crafted.  
 

a. Supplemental Disaster Assistance: Possible Vehicle for the Farm Bill?  
 
However, Hurricane Helene arrived in late September, and now Hurricane Milton is wreaking  
more havoc in Florida. The national disasters that occurred in 2023 (including for California 
flooding, storms in New York, Michigan and some Great Plains states, and Western wildfires) 
still have not been paid for, and now that disaster price tag is going to skyrocket with the two 
recent hurricanes added to the mix. On top of that, the Title 1 crop producers also want to get 
economic assistance. The Hill engagement by commodity groups has led those Members 
representing agriculture now wanting to more seriously pass a farm bill as soon as they can as an 
additional means of providing hope to beleaguered producers.  
 
The staff from the “four corners” – the chairs and ranking members of the Senate and House ag 
committees – are having conversations, and the activity is ramping up. At some point, Senate and 
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House leaders will also have to chime in, since the fundamental issue of debate is money. Senate 
Agriculture Committee John Bozeman (R-Ark.) is now talking more aggressively about doing a 
farm bill, and he is the obvious one who would want to wait the longest, since he will be the new 
Ag Committee Chairman if the Republicans win the Senate, which right now appears likely. The 
media has recently reported there are some in-depth side conversations going on between ag 
committee leadership at public events in D.C. 

 
The timing on all of this is tied to the development of the 2023-24 disaster assistance package, 
which relates to how quickly damage assessments can be developed for Hurricane Helene and 
Hurricane Milton. Once Congress has a better assessment of the damage, a relief package will be 
written. Currently, all other appropriations “asks” are being taken care of. In about a week or 
two, appropriations staff will not be answering phones unless a damage assessment for the 
Southeast U.S. is in hand. There is no direct interaction between disaster assistance and the farm 
bill, but ag committee staff are ramping up work on the farm bill and may seek to attach it to an 
end-of-year omnibus spending package or a disaster relief bill.   
 

1. Alliance Engagement on the Farm Bill  
 

Our position has been that the climate sideboards established by the IRA for spending $20 billion 
of “climate smart” agriculture projects should be removed (as the House farm bill does) or 
significantly loosened. We need to make sure water projects get funded with no hassles. Although 
USDA has written administrative rules that make some of our members’ projects eligible for 
“climate smart”, we’d also like to see a statutory change to make sure. We also support: 1) RCPP 
streamlining; 2) Expanded application of the PL-566 watershed program in the Western U.S., 
and 3) a farm bill NOW, with possible mention of disaster relief aid. We will likely revisit this 
issue after the election. In the meantime, we recrafted our farm bill platform, which is built 
around these general concepts.  
 

6. House Natural Resource Ranking Member Opposes Senate Permitting Deal 
 
Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-ARIZONA), the ranking member on the House Natural Resources 
Committee, strongly criticized Senate permitting legislation led by Senators Joe Manchin (I-WV) 
and John Barrasso (R-WYOMING). Although the bill aims to accelerate green energy projects, 
Grijalva argued it favors fossil fuel interests and undermines environmental protections and public 
health. In a letter to colleagues, he warned that the bill would introduce “unprecedented changes 
to our judicial system” and fast-track harmful fossil fuel projects. Rep. Grijalva also dismissed the 
need for significant permitting reforms, emphasizing that the Biden Administration has already 
improved review timelines through the IRA. While some Republicans argue that changes to the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) are necessary for clean energy expansion, Grijalva 
and others contend that NEPA, when properly implemented, is not a barrier to project 
development. The White House has yet to take a formal position on the Manchin-Barrasso bill, 
with officials acknowledging both positive and negative aspects of the proposal. 
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7. Committee Holds Hearing on Pacific NW Water Issues 
 
Subcommittee on Water, Wildlife and Fisheries Chairman Cliff Bentz (R-OREGON) and U.S. 
Rep. Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R-OREGON) on October 8 held an oversight hearing in Central 
Oregon titled, "It All Depends on Water: Examining Efforts to Improve and Protect Central 
Oregon's Water Supply." The hearing examined the importance of collaboration in the Deschutes 
Basin and its impact on agriculture and species recovery. The Alliance has strong representation 
in Central Oregon, where Deschutes River irrigation districts are working together with 
constructive conservation groups, local cities, and government agencies to balance the Deschutes 
so there is water for all river beneficiaries, including farms. U.S. Reps. Celeste Maloy (R-UTAH), 
Dan Newhouse (R-WASHINGTON) and Val Hoyle (D-OREGON) also attended to hear more 
from the witnesses. The hearing was streamed live here. We sent out an Issue Alert to help 
publicize this hearing, and I wrote a guest column for Farm Progress that underscored the 
importance of employing collaboration and cooperation to reach solutions in Western watersheds.  
 

8. WIFIA Amendments   
 

EPA’s Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) program supports critical water 
infrastructure projects. The WIFIA program offers flexible financing options, allowing 
communities to accelerate projects related to lead pipe replacement, PFAS pollution reduction, 
and climate resilience. The WIFIA program has already financed over $44 billion in projects 
nationwide. On Capitol Hill, we are working with the offices of Rep. Schrier (D-WASHINGTON) 
and John Garamendi (D-CALIFORNIA) in support of efforts to introduce the “WIFIA 
Amendments of 2023”, which would broaden WIFIA funding and financing eligibility to state and 
federal projects and entities. This includes state-led water storage projects, transferred works of 
Reclamation, and congressionally authorized Army Corps projects.  

IN THE COURTS 

9. Supreme Court Hears Arguments Over San Francisco’s Fight Against EPA 
 
The Supreme Court last month heard oral arguments in San Francisco v. EPA, its first 
environmental case of the term, focused on whether the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
can hold cities like San Francisco accountable for pollution in receiving waters near wastewater 
treatment plants. The case follows a trend of Supreme Court rulings curtailing environmental 
regulations and executive agency authority. San Francisco argued it should only be liable for direct 
discharges, not overall water quality, while the EPA seeks to enforce broader pollution controls 
under the Clean Water Act (CWA). A lower court ruled against the city, prompting its appeal. The 
outcome could have significant national implications, as over 300,000 entities rely on CWA 
permits, and cities argue that unpredictable regulations could increase public utility costs. The case 
also reflects broader tensions, with fossil fuel trade groups supporting San Francisco's position, 
while California backs the EPA. Legal experts expect the conservative-majority court may side 
with San Francisco, especially after recent rulings like Loper Bright v. Raimondo, which limits 
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judicial deference to agency interpretations under the Chevron doctrine. A ruling against the EPA 
could make it harder for regulators to enforce water pollution permits nationwide. 
 

11. Supreme Court Briefs Argue Against Limiting NEPA’s Reach 
 
Democratic lawmakers, blue states, and former White House officials from past Administrations 
have filed amicus briefs urging the Supreme Court to allow Congress to handle changes to NEPA 
rather than limiting its scope in any future decision in Seven County Infrastructure Coalition, et al 
v. Eagle County, CO, et al. This response comes as Utah’s Seven County Infrastructure Coalition 
challenges a court-mandated NEPA review for the Uinta Basin Railway, which would transport 
crude oil across state lines. The coalition argues that NEPA should not require agencies to assess 
distant impacts outside their regulatory authority, while opponents insist that such analyses are 
necessary to consider broader environmental risks, such as oil spills and air quality. The Supreme 
Court’s decision could redefine NEPA’s reach in environmental reviews. 

 
ALLIANCE INITIATIVES 

 
12. Executive Director Search 

 
On October 1, we publicly announced that I’ll be stepping down from the executive director 
position next year. That was the lead story in this month’s newsletter; we followed up with the 
press release that the board approved at our September special board meeting. Both documents are 
essentially the same. Northern California Water Association (my old employer) shared our 
announcement and my hometown newspaper, the Herald & News, published a nice article that ran 
in the Sunday paper. Two weeks later, we publicly announced the opening of our national job 
search for the new executive director. You can open the press release in your browser HERE.  Josh 
Rolph and his team did a nice job putting together an attractive recruitment brochure and Josh also 
developed a new webpage for additional information on the position. Please feel free to forward 
the press release announcement to the contacts in your networks, or cut, paste and share the link 
to the press release. The application deadline will close on January 31, 2025. 
 

13. Webinar: Stream Restoration and Water Rights from a Landowner’s Perspective 
 
The Western States Federal Agency Support Team (WestFAST) on October 9 hosted a webinar as 
part of a series that is exploring stream restoration and water rights. I was contacted by WestFAST 
and Western States Water Council representatives last spring about putting together a webinar to 
allow decisionmakers and the public to hear some landowner perspectives on stream restoration 
projects. I suggested several possible speakers, and two of them made the cut: our own Nadine 
Bailey (Alliance director and COO at Family Water Alliance in Northern California) and Becky 
Hatfield Hyde, a rancher from here in the Klamath Basin.  On the webinar, these two shared their 
experiences, lessons learned, and thoughts on how federal and state agencies can better work with 
landowners on stream restoration projects.  
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WESTERN WATER “HOT SPOTS” 
 

14. A New Water Year 
 
October 1 marked the beginning of the new water year in the Western states. Water Year 2024 – 
which ended on September 30, 2024 – will be remembered for one of the hottest summers on 
record, particularly along the Pacific coast. 
 

a. Water Year 2024 in Review 
 
According to the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), July 2024 was 
the warmest July on record for the globe in NOAA's 175-year record and "more likely than not the 
warmest month on record for the globe since 1850." California experienced its hottest month on 
record in July, while Oregon and Washington suffered the second highest July ever as searing heat 
roasted the American West for weeks on end. Those conditions replayed again in October, as an 
exceptional October heat wave shattered temperature records and accelerating drought conditions 
throughout the Southwest. NOAA’s National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS) last 
month released a new Drought Status Update for the California-Nevada Region. Near-record 
summer temperatures led to landscape drying, increasing the area in drought from 1.96% on June 
1 to 85.47% on October 1. Reservoir levels remained at or above historical averages despite the 
recent dryness. NIDIS also noted rapid drought development in eastern Texas, Oklahoma, and 
Kansas. North Dakota, Nebraska, and parts of South Dakota experienced their driest September 
on record.  
 
NIDIS reported average temperatures in Water Year 2024 for Wyoming were 1-4 degrees warmer 
than normal. Wyoming experienced significant drought development, going from 0% of the state 
in drought to 71.33%. Drier than normal conditions were observed in northwestern Arizona, 
southern New Mexico, western and southwestern Utah, north-central and southeastern Colorado, 
and eastern and southern Wyoming. Wetter than normal conditions were observed in northern New 
Mexico, much of the southern Rockies of Colorado, areas of central and west-central Utah, and 
parts of northwestern Wyoming.  
 
In Washington state, Yakima River basin irrigators with junior water rights ended the season 
receiving 52% of their normal water allotments, the worst water shortage in the Central 
Washington region in nearly a decade.  
 
However, the water year closed in some parts of the West with record-breaking rainfall events. 
According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, heavier rainfall totals, up to 600% above normal, were 
observed over parts of northwest Washington, Colorado, Utah and New Mexico. Daily maximum 
precipitation records were set in parts of Utah and New Mexico. The heaviest rains fell across 
Colorado, reporting rainfall totals up to 600% of normal, resulting in improvements of moderate 
to severe drought and abnormal dryness in western and southern portions of the state. 
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The Western fire season started early and continued into October. Between January 1 and October 
28, the U.S. has had 45,500 fires that have burned 7.97 million acres, according to the National 
Interagency Fire Center in Boise. Last year, 46,561 fires burned just over 2.5 million acres. The 
annual averages for 2014-2023 are 47,515 fires and 6.2 million acres burned. Oregon Gov. Tina 
Kotek last month declared a state of emergency and requested a federal major disaster declaration 
for the state following this year’s wildfire season, which scorched a record 1.9 million acres. That’s 
nearly double the 1 million acres that burned in 2020 and the 1.2 million acres that burned in 2012. 
  

b. The Water Year Ahead 
  
Water Year 2025 appears to be one that will be influenced by La Niña, although its impacts are 
now expected to be felt later this autumn than originally predicted. The tropical Pacific Ocean 
reflected neutral conditions—neither El Niño nor La Niña—in September. According to the 
National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center, during La Niña, the Pacific jet stream often 
meanders high into the North Pacific and is less reliable across the southern tier of the United 
States. Southern and interior Alaska and the Pacific Northwest tend to be cooler and wetter than 
average, and the southern tier of U.S. states—from California to the Carolinas—tends to be warmer 
and drier than average. An AccuWeather report published last month predicts a wet winter for the 
West Coast, with the forecast showing atmospheric rivers impacting northern, central and southern 
California over the winter. AccuWeather recently told Newsweek that another wet winter could 
prove similarly beneficial for California's water problem should it come to fruition. 
 

15. Klamath River Dam Removal 
 
The hoopla surrounding this year’s removal of four dams on the lower Klamath River in northern 
California and southern Oregon has been a bit over the top. Earlier this month, for the first time in 
112 years, about two dozen chinook salmon returned to Spencer Creek, which is located above all 
four dams. Media outlets were pretty much triggered into a euphoric frenzy. Admittedly, it’s hard 
not to appreciate the profound significance of all this, especially for the tribes who have a special 
connection with salmon. However, the jury is still out with respect to the effort’s success when 
measured in terms of increased salmonid abundance. Check out Paul Weiland’s “Early Lessons 
Drawn from the Klamath Dam Removal Effort”, which was publicly released last month. He offers 
up lessons to be learned now regarding characterization of science pertaining to policy both by 
scientists in the decision-making process and by the press when reporting the costs and benefits of 
dam removal and other major water infrastructure projects.  

 
ADMINISTRATIVE & MISCELLANEOUS 

 
 We’ve got some members on our Advisory Committee, and a new position to report on for 

one of our longest-serving Alliance members. Lorri Gray, the former regional director of 
Reclamation’s Pacific Northwest Region, is joining the Advisory Committee in her new 
role as Secretary / Treasurer of the Nampa-Meridian Irrigation District (IDAHO). Joshua 
Smith was just hired as the new general manager of Elephant Butte Irrigation District 
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(NEW MEXICO) and will join long-time Advisory Committee member Gary Esslinger, 
who will continue to work for EBID in a consulting capacity. And, our old friend Sheldon 
Jones (formerly with the Colorado Department of Agriculture and the Soil Health Institute), 
informed me last week that he’ll continue to serve on the Advisory Committee in his new 
role as Deputy Director of the Arizona Department of Agriculture.  
 

 Last week, I presented virtually an overview on how the CWA impacts Western water users 
to the “Western Caucus College”, a new education program designed to help inform, train, 
and prepare young Capitol Hill staffers who help shape the policies important to the 
West. The Western Caucus Foundation’s Western Caucus College is a 4 day in-person 
training program that provides staff of Western Caucus members an in-depth, customized 
training and curriculum on the federal land and environmental laws undergirding the 
modern policy discussion.  

 
 Alliance Advisory Committee Chair Urban Eberhart (WASHINGTON) last month  

participated in a Socorro (NEW MEXICO) roundtable discussion designed to get input 
from farming and ranching communities regarding water conservation strategies and 
incentives.  Urban represented the Alliance and Kittitas Reclamation District as the 
featured guest speaker. He  provided examples of how KRD has worked with other entities 
in his basin on the Yakima Integrated Plan and to develop, fund and implement mutually 
beneficial projects for the region. He also provided broader Alliance perspectives, as well.   

 
 I was back in Colorado last month and delivered the keynote address at the Colorado River 

District’s Annual Water Seminar in Grand Junction, talking about food security and the 
importance of Western irrigated agriculture. Later in the month, I presented the same talk 
virtually to the Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District board of directors. This 
week, I’ll be traveling to Long Beach (CALIFORNIA) where I’ll be speaking at the 
Irrigation Association Fall Convention. Bill Hasencamp (Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California) and I will take part in a moderated panel discussion on innovative 
approaches to building sustainable and resilient Western water management systems. Next 
week, I’m speaking at the Wyoming Association of Irrigation Districts in Casper, and later 
in the month I’m speaking at a Family Water Alliance fundraising event in Colusa 
(CALIFORNIA).   

 
 Tom Davis, one of our Advisory Committee members from Arizona, shared this recent 

article:  The advantages of alfalfa: The queen of forages and her court.  It does a nice job 
explaining how alfalfa has long reigned supreme in the world of agriculture, commanding 
respect and admiration from hay producers and dairy farmers alike. 

 

This is a quick summary of just a few of the issues the Alliance has been engaged in. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 541-892-6244 or dan@familyfarmalliance.org if you would like further 
information about what the Alliance is doing to protect water for Western irrigated agriculture.  


