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TO: San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Board of Directors
FROM: Mike Wade, Executive Director

DATE: November 1, 2024

RE: Program and Activities Update

Cultivate California

The ACWA Board of Directors voted recently to increase their support for the
Cultivate California program to $75,000. Cultivate California is a program designed
to educate Californians about the importance of agriculture in the state and the
critical role of water in farming.

The new funding will help achieve the following objectives

Enhance Cultivate California Messaging:

. Increase production and delivery of educational reels, or short videos
. Include basic “farm/food” messaging at under-18 age group

. Include climate-smart agriculture examples

. Partner with successful influencers on recipe demos

All of these efforts help reach consumers of all ages with consistent, positive
messaging on the food we depend on and the water needed to grow it, a mission
of the California Farm Water Coalition and its members for 35 years.

Fall X2 Article

CFWC recently submitted an article for publication in West Coast Nut Magazine
on the successful effort to modify the Fall X2 regulation on Delta smelt. The article
explains how a collaborative science and education effort helped secure changes
that should net 100,000 acre-feet in water supply savings through the modified
regulation.

Bill Phillimore of the Coalition for a Sustainable Delta said, “California can ill-
afford the ongoing mismanagement of the Delta resulting in ongoing deleterious
repercussions for the California economy while at the same time failing to improve
the numbers of at-risk fish species. Until recently we have seen the courts defer to
the regulatory agencies; we hope that is now changing. But we still need to make
certain that the best available science is being utilized, which involves both time
and a great deal of hard work.”

Social Media

CFWC is reminding consumers about the direct connection between the San
Joaquin Valley and the Thanksgiving holiday with a new Instagram reel about

the fruit, nuts, vegetables...and turkeys...that come from the region. The reel will
feature aerial views of the Valley while talking about the farms that grow food for
celebrations like Thanksgiving, as well as the support by Valley farms for local food
banks. The reel is scheduled for distribution on Instagram on November 7.



