
 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: SLDMWA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

FROM: TOM BOARDMAN, WATER RESOURCES ENGINEER 

SUBJECT NOVEMBER OPERATIONS UPDATE 

DATE: OCTOBER 22, 2021 
 

Project Operations 

 Jones pumping has averaged 1,550 cfs thus far this month.  Due to degrading water 
quality in the Central Delta, pumping decreased to one unit by mid-month.  Increases in 
Delta inflow resulting from the current storm system have sufficiently improved 
conditions to support a return to a two-unit operation or 1,700 cfs on October 24. 

 The SWP pumping remains at its minimum rate of 300 cfs.  Slight increases may be 
possible during the next week if the current storm system produces enough runoff below 
the rim dams. 

 There is no additional information regarding the current accounting balance under 
Coordinated Operations Agreement which is estimated to be about 200 TAF in favor of 
the CVP.  A more precise estimate of the COA balance is unavailable at this time due to 
pending accounting adjustments related to transfer pumping and CVP releases from 
New Melones to meet delta standards. 

 Shasta storage is 100 TAF below its 2021 carry over storage at 970 TAF.  The drawdown 
rate has slowed over the past few days as reservoir inflows increased slightly thanks to 
the arrival of several inches of precipitation to the water shed. 

 
 Folsom storage has slipped to 215 TAF with releases holding at slightly higher than the 

minimum allowable rate of 500 cfs.  Storage is trending about 10 TAF more the 
Reclamation’s conservative operations forecast. 

 CVP demands for October are projected to be about 120 TAF; about 80% of the 15-
year average. 

  
 

2021 San Luis Reservoir Operations  

The CVP share of San Luis Reservoir (SLR) storage has drawn down by 27 TAF so far this 
month due to low pumping and increased refuge demands.  The reported CVP SLR storage 
by Reclamation is about 15 TAF.  However, actual CVP storage is estimated to be about -85 
TAF with the inclusion of 100 TAF of storage exchanges from the State Water Project (SWP) 
share to the CVP share.  By the end of the transfer period in November, an estimated 200 
TAF will be stored in the CVP SLR.  As such, after Reclamation repays the SWP the 100 TAF 
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exchanged storage water, water stored in the CVP share by the end of January will almost 
entirely be comprised of transfer water if dry conditions persist.  

The attached SLR projection chart under 90% exceedance conditions shows that CVP SLR 
will be near its share of dead pool by the end of May with insufficient Project water to meet 
Exchange Contractor demands under a 75% allocation.  The attached SLR projection chart 
under 50% exceedance conditions shows CVP SLR refilling to about 550 TAF by the end of 
March.  

Reclamation is expected to release an operations forecast under 50% exceedance hydrology 
by the middle of November.  A 2022 allocation outlook will be possible once it becomes 
known how Reclamation plans to operate its northern reservoirs and the Jones pumping plant 
under improved hydrologic conditions. 
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share by late summer
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