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SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY SPECIAL TELEPHONIC 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, AND JOINT BOARD OF DIRECTORS SPECIAL 

TELEPHONIC MEETING – SPECIAL JOINT WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE, AND 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE SPECIAL JOINT WORKSHOP 

MINUTES  

SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 

The Special Telephonic Meeting of the Board of Directors, and Joint Board of Directors Special 

Telephonic Meeting – Special Joint Water Resources Committee, and Finance & Administration 

Committee Special Joint Workshop of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority 

convened at approximately 1:30 p.m. This meeting was held via teleconference/ZOOM in 

accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order (N-08-21), with Vice-Chair William Bourdeau 

presiding. 

Board of Directors Present  

Division 1 
Anthea Hansen, Director  
Rick Gilmore, Director ~ Lea Emmons, Alternate 

Division 2 

Ceil Howe, III, Alternate for Ryan Ferguson 

William Bourdeau, Director  

Michael Linneman, Alternate for John Bennett 

Division 3 
Chris White, Director ~ Jarrett Martin, Alternate 
Ric Ortega, Director 

Division 4 
Aaron Baker, Alternate for John Varela 

Gary Kremen, Director 

Jeff Cattaneo, Director 

Sara Singleton, Alternate for Joseph Tonascia 

Division 5 

Tom Birmingham, Director ~ Jose Gutierrez, Alternate 
Manny Amorelli, Director  

Water Resources Committee Members Present 

Ex-Officio 

William Bourdeau 

Division 1 

Anthea Hansen, Alternate 

Division 2 
    None 

Division 3 
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Chris White, Member  

Division 4 

Vincent Gin, Member ~ Jeff Cattaneo, Alternate 

Division 5 

Tom Birmingham, Member ~ Manny Amorelli, Alternate 
 
 

Finance & Administration Committee Members Present 

Ex-Officio 

William Bourdeau 

Division 1 

Rick Gilmore, Member ~ Anthea Hansen, Alternate 

Division 2 

Bobbie Ormonde, Member  

Division 3 

Chris White, Member 

Division 4 

Sara Singleton, Member ~ Dana Jacobson, Alternate 

Division 5 

Manny Amorelli, Alternate for Bill Pucheu 

Friant Water Authority 

 Wilson Orvis, Alternate for Jason Phillips 

 
Authority Representatives Present 

Federico Barajas, Executive Director 

Pablo Arroyave, Chief Operating Officer 

Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director 

Rebecca Akroyd, General Counsel 

Frances Mizuno, Special Projects Administrator 

Joyce Machado, Director of Finance  

Lauren Neves, Accountant III 

Stewart Davis, IT Officer 

Others Present 
Robert Porr, Fieldman Rolapp & Associates 

Doug Brown, Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth 

 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
Vice Chair William Bourdeau called the meeting to order, and roll was called. 

2. Opportunity for Public Comment 

No public comment. 
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3.    Board of Directors to Consider Adopting Resolution Proclaiming a Local 

Emergency, Ratifying the Proclamation of a State of Emergency by Governor Gavin Newsom 

(Mar. 4, 2020), and Authorizing Remote Teleconference Meetings of the Legislative Bodies 

of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority for the Period September 30, 2021 

through October 29, 2021 Pursuant to Brown Act Provisions. 

General Counsel Rebecca Akroyd reported that adopting the proposed resolution will 

allow the Water Authority’s legislative bodies to conduct meetings via teleconference in 

conformity with Government Code section 54953(e), as amended by AB 361. Akroyd reported 

that the bodies will be able to meet via teleconference but not be required to provide notice of 

each teleconference location, post a notice at each location, provide access at each location, 

require a quorum be present within the Authority’s jurisdiction, or provide an option to meet 

at a physical location. Akroyd reported that the resolution includes an affirmation that a state 

of emergency persists, and that requiring in-person attendance at meetings of the Water 

Authority’s legislative bodies would pose an imminent risk to the health and safety of such 

individuals. Akroyd reported that the resolution will take effect immediately upon its 

adoption and will be effective for 30 days, or until such time the Board of Directors adopts a 

subsequent resolution in accordance with Government Code section 54953(e)(3) to extend 

the time during which the legislative bodies may continue to teleconference without 

compliance with Government Code section 54953(b)(3). 

On a motion of Director Gary Kremen, seconded by Director Chris White, the Board 

Adopted Resolution Proclaiming a Local Emergency, Ratifying the Proclamation of a State of 

Emergency by Governor Gavin Newsom (Mar. 4, 2020), and Authorizing Remote 

Teleconference Meetings of the Legislative Bodies of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water 

Authority for the Period September 30, 2021 through October 29, 2021 Pursuant to Brown Act 

Provisions. The vote on the motion was as follows: 

AYES:  Hansen, Gilmore, Howe, Bourdeau, Linneman, White, Baker, 
Kremen, Cattaneo, Singleton, Pucheu, Birmingham, Amorelli 

NAYS: Birmingham 

ABSTENTIONS: None 
 

4. Discussion Regarding San Luis Transmission Project  
Executive Director Federico Barajas introduced the item. Barajas explained the need to 

work concurrently on elements associated with the issuance of bonds, and also the need to 

solidify agreements/contracts that will be required to enable this to take place within the 
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targeted timeline. Special Projects Administrator Frances Mizuno reported that a resolution 

along with four separate documents, Indenture of Trust, Continuing Disclosure Certificate, 

Advanced Payment Project Agreement, and Good Faith Estimate of Costs are expected to come 

before the Board for approval in the upcoming October 7 meeting. Mizuno reviewed the San Luis 

Transmission Project PowerPoint presentation, which was included in the packet. Mizuno 

provided a brief review of five necessary agreements, 1) Transmission Service Request, 2) Project 

Development Agreement, 3) Transmission Service Agreement, 4) Lease Agreement w/Solar 

Developer, and 5) Reclamation Agreement (if necessary). Robert Porr provided a brief overview 

of the flow chart. Porr reported that if there are no funds in the Liquidity Reserve, funds will be 

received under the Advanced Payment Project Agreement. Doug Brown reviewed the OM&R 

obligations, existing and proposed financial covenants specific to the San Luis Transmission 

Project, Authority Billing and Collection for the San Luis Transmission Project (proposed), and 

Authority Actions in an Event of a Non-Payment.  Throughout the presentation, staff and 

consultants answered questions from Board and Committee members.  

 

5. Executive Directors Report. 
   Executive Director Federico Barajas reported that today marks the end of the Federal Fiscal 

Year, and Reclamation was able to execute the DMC Cooperative Agreement and the MOU that was 

approved by the Board relating to the WIIN Act funding for the planning effort associated with this 

project. 

Barajas reported that a Continuing Resolution was signed into law through December 3, 2021 

for Government funding and expenditures.  

 
6. Closed Session 

Vice-Chair William Bourdeau adjourned the open session to address the items listed on 

the Closed Session Agenda at approximately 2:31 p.m. Upon return to open session at 

approximately 2:44 p.m., General Counsel Rebecca Akroyd stated that no reportable actions 

were taken. 

 
7. Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2(a)(3) 

None. 
 

8. Adjournment. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:44 p.m. 



 

 

SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS REGULAR TELEPHONIC MEETING 

MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 7, 2021 
 

The Board of Directors of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority convened at 

approximately 9:30 a.m. at 842 6th Street, Los Banos, California, and via teleconference in accordance 

with Government Code section 54953(e) and Resolution No. 2021-488 adopted by the San Luis & 

Delta-Mendota Water Authority Board of Directors on September 30, 2021, with Chair Cannon 

Michael presiding. 

Directors and Alternate Directors in Attendance 

Division 1 

David Weisenberger, Director (via Teleconference) 
Bobby Pierce, Director ~ Vince Lucchesi, Alternate (both via Teleconference) 
Anthea Hansen, Director 
Rick Gilmore, Director (via Teleconference) 

Division 2 
Ryan Ferguson, Director (via Teleconference) 
William Bourdeau, Director 
Bill Diedrich, Director (via Teleconference) 

Division 3 
Dan McCurdy, Director ~ Jeff Bryant, Alternate (both via Teleconference)  

Chris White, Director  

Cannon Michael, Director 

Ellen Wehr, Alternate for Ric Ortega (via Teleconference) 

Division 4 
John Varela, Director (via Teleconference)  

Gary Kremen, Director ~ (via Teleconference)  

Jeff Cattaneo, Director 

Sara Singleton, Alternate for Joseph Tonascia (via Teleconference) 

Division 5 

Bill Pucheu, Director (via Teleconference) 

Tom Birmingham, Director, ~ Jose Gutierrez, Alternate (both via Teleconference) 

Manny Amorelli, Director 

 
Authority Representatives Present 

Federico Barajas, Executive Director  

Pablo Arroyave, Chief Operating Officer 

Frances Mizuno, Special Projects Administrator 

Rebecca Akroyd, General Counsel 

Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director  

Joyce Machado, Director of Finance 

Lauren Neves, Accountant III 

Stewart Davis, IT Officer 

Gerald Robbins, Special Programs Manager 



 

Others in Attendance 
Tom Boardman, Westlands Water District  

Dennis Cardoza, Foley & Lardner, LLP  

Bill Ball, Foley & Lardner, LLP 

Kristi Robinson, WaterWise 

Dana Jacobson, Valley Water 

Steve Stadler, San Luis Water District 

Vince Gin, Valley Water 

Mark Smith, Smith Policy Group 

Jason Phillips, Friant Water Authority  

      Mike Wade, California Farm Water Coalition 
    Doug Brown, Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth 
    Robert Porr, Fieldman Rolapp & Associates 

 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Cannon Michael and roll was called. 

 
2. Board to Consider Additions or Corrections to the Agenda of Items, as authorized by 

Government Code Section 54950 et seq. 

    No additions or corrections. 

 
3. Opportunity for Public Comment 

None. 

 
CONSENT ITEMS 

 
4.  Agenda Items 4-6: Board to Consider: a) September 23, 2021 Workshop Minutes b) 

Acceptance of the Financial & Expenditures Reports, c) Treasurer’s Report, d) Staff Reports. 

Upon request by Director Tom Birmingham, Agenda Item 4 September 16, 2021 Minutes from 

consent calendar and taken separately, below. 

On a motion of Director Rick Gilmore, seconded by Director William Bourdeau, the Board 

accepted the Meeting Minutes, Financial Expenditures Reports, Treasurer’s Report, and Staff 

Reports. The vote on the motion was as follows: 

AYES: Weisenberger, Pierce, Hansen, Gilmore, Ferguson, Bourdeau, Diedrich, 
McCurdy, White, Michael, Wehr, Varela, Kremen, Cattaneo, Singleton, 
Pucheu, Birmingham, Amorelli 

NAYS: None 

ABSTENTIONS: None 
5. Agenda Item 4: Board of Directors to Consider Approval of the September 16, 2021 Meeting 

Minutes. 

Director Tom Birmingham suggested a change to language describing Agenda Item 2. Birmingham 



 

suggested the second sentence read “Akroyd reported that based on information that became known to 

the Authority after the posting of the Agenda for the September 16, 2021 meeting there was a need for a 

modification to Agenda Item 9, to add a second amendment to the referenced contract”. 

On a motion of Director Tom Birmingham, seconded by Director William Bourdeau, the Board 

adopted the September 16, 2021 meeting minutes with suggested change. The vote on the motion was 

as follows: 

AYES: Weisenberger, Pierce, Hansen, Gilmore, Ferguson, Bourdeau, Diedrich, 
McCurdy, White, Michael, Wehr, Varela, Kremen, Cattaneo, Singleton, 
Pucheu, Birmingham, Amorelli 

NAYS: None 

ABSTENTIONS: None 

 

 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

 
6. Agenda Item 7: Board of Directors to Consider Finance & Administration Committee 

Recommendation Regarding Adoption of Resolution Providing for the Issuance of Revenue Bonds 

to Finance the San Luis Transmission Project, Authorizing the Execution of Certain Documents, 

and Authorizing Certain Other Actions in Connection Therewith.   

 Special Projects Administrator Frances Mizuno presented the item and then introduced Bond 

Counsel Doug Brown to walk through the PowerPoint presentation. Brown provide a brief summary 

of the resolution and the four documents included with the resolution, Indenture of Trust, Continuing 

Disclosure Certificate, Advanced Payment Project Agreement, and Good Faith Estimate of Costs. 

Mizuno reported that the resolution now has a not to exceed $410 million maximum. Robert Porr 

discussed various aspects of the project regarding necessary agreements, O&M rate payments, and 

money collected by the Bureau of Reclamation from other CVP contractors. Porr also discussed the 

need for a liquidity reserve of $2.2 million assuming the $282 million project cost.   

 During the public comment portion of the discussion, Finance & Administration Committee 

Member Jason Phillips made a statement on behalf of Friant Water Authority, noting that FWA did not 

object to the project, but had noted concerns that required resolution. 

On a motion of Director Tom Birmingham, seconded by Director Gary Kremen, the Board 

Adopted Resolution Providing for the Issuance of Revenue Bonds to Finance the San Luis Transmission 

Project, Authorizing the Execution of Certain Documents, and Authorizing Certain Other Actions in 

Connection Therewith. The vote on the motion was as follows: 

AYES: Weisenberger, Pierce, Hansen, Gilmore, Ferguson, Bourdeau, Diedrich, 
McCurdy, White, Michael, Wehr, Kremen, Cattaneo, Singleton, Pucheu, 
Birmingham, Amorelli 



 

NAYS: None 

ABSTENTIONS: None 
 
 

7. Agenda Item 8: Board of Directors to Consider Adopting Resolution Re-Ratifying the 

Proclamation of a State of Emergency by Governor Gavin Newsom (March 4, 2020), Proclaiming 

the State of Emergency Continues to Directly Impact the Ability of Members of the Legislative 

Bodies of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority to Meet Safely In-Person and Re-

Authorizing  Remote Teleconference Meetings for such Legislative Bodies for the Period October7, 

2021 through November 6, 2021 Pursuant to Brown Act Provisions.  

 General Counsel Rebecca Akroyd reported that last week the Board of Directors adopted 

Resolution 2021-488, which authorized remote teleconference meetings of the legislative bodies of the 

Authority for the period September 30, 2021 – October 29, 2021. Akroyd reported that because the 

Authority’s Water Resources Committee and Finance & Administration Committee have meetings 

scheduled for November 1, 2021, and the Board of Directors is scheduled for November 4, 2021 the 

Authority would like to allow the opportunity to conduct business remotely in compliance with 

Government Code section 54953(e). Akroyd reported that staff is proposing adoption of a new 

resolution, and as drafted, the resolution makes all the requisite findings to continue to meet via 

teleconference pursuant to AB 361. 

 Following discussion, on a motion of Director Gary Kremen, seconded by Director Bill Pucheu, the 

Board Adopted Resolution Re-Ratifying the Proclamation of a State of Emergency by Governor Gavin 

Newsom (March 4, 2020), Proclaiming the State of Emergency Continues to Directly Impact the Ability 

of Members of the Legislative Bodies of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority to Meet Safely 

In-Person and Re-Authorizing  Remote Teleconference Meetings for such Legislative Bodies for the 

Period October 7, 2021 through November 6, 2021 Pursuant to Brown Act Provisions. The vote on the 

motion was as follows: 

AYES: Weisenberger, Pierce, Hansen, Gilmore, Bourdeau, Diedrich, McCurdy, 
White, Michael, Wehr, Kremen, Cattaneo, Singleton, Pucheu, Amorelli 

NAYS: Ferguson, Birmingham 

ABSTENTIONS: Varela 
 

REPORT ITEMS 
 

8. Agenda Item 9: Report on State and Federal Affairs. 
Water Policy Director Scott Petersen highlighted items in his report included in the 

packet. Petersen reported that last month, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee held 

a hearing on Camille Touton’s nomination to be Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation.  

Petersen reported that another Biden appointee, Robert Anderson, was confirmed by a Senate 



 

voice vote last month as the Solicitor of the Department of Interior.  

Petersen reported that the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) is moving forward with 

its plans to make modifications to the NEPA regulations that were modified during the last 

administration. CEQ is inviting public comment on these proposed revisions. Petersen reported that 

two public meetings on the proposed rule will be held online on October 19, 2021 from 1:00-4:00 pm 

EDT and October 21 from 5:00-8:00 pm EDT.  Petersen reported that staff will be engaging to comment 

on the updates to the NEPA regulations as they move forward and will coordinate with member 

agencies.   

Petersen reported that a continuing resolution was passed by Congress last month, extending 

government funding through December 3rd.  Petersen reported that the CR also included $200 million 

in funds to Reclamation for western drought response and included the naming of the WIIN Act 

storage projects that advance the funding for the B.F. Sisk Dam Raise and Reservoir Expansion, Sites 

Reservoir, Los Vaqueros Phase 2 Expansion, and the Del Puerto Canyon Reservoir. 

Dennis Cardoza reported that the Senate came to an agreement that would raise the debt limit 

to $408 billion dollars to December 3, 2021. Bill Ball provided a brief update on the Western Drought 

hearing. 

 

9. Agenda Item 10: Executive Director’s Report. 

a) B.F. Sisk Dam Raise and Reservoir Expansion Project – Executive Director Federico 

Barajas reported that a Special Board meeting is scheduled October 21, 2021, and Reclamation is 

expected to provide responses to outstanding questions regarding the BF Sisk Dam Raise and Reservoir 

Expansion Project. 

b) Update Regarding Communications Plan – Water Policy Director Scott Petersen 

reported that the Authority is moving forward with the Media Monitor, and is seeking direction from 

the Board on the frequency of distribution, and any other feedback related to topics of content. 

 

10. Agenda Item 11: Chief Operating Officer’s Report. 

Chief Operating Officer Pablo Arroyave provided an update on hyacinth eradication. Arroyave 

reported that Reclamation is committed to reimburse treatment cost in the Mendota Wildlife Area, 

which is more than half of the acreage that would be treated. Arroyave reported that Reclamation 

submitted a grant application on the behalf of the Authority and other members for Drought Emergency 

Grant Funding for hyacinth treatment in our area. 

Arroyave reported that the Jones Pumping Plant Unit 1 Rewind final testing has been delayed 

for two months based on fabrication issues and delays at the NEC facility. 

 

11. Agenda Item 12: Update on Water Operations and Forecasts 



 

Westlands Water District’s Tom Boardman reported that Shasta has dropped an additional 30 

TAF from its carry over storage of 1,070 TAF.  Total natural inflow to the reservoir during water year 

2021 was reported to be the lowest in the 100-year record.  There was brief discussion of the amount of 

natural inflow needed to avoid a Shasta Critical year in 2022.   Low storage conditions in Folsom were 

explained and the details of an on-going power bypass operation were covered.    Conditions in the Delta 

were discussed, which included a brief explanation of projected pumping rates at Jones and the status 

of COA accounting. 

Current and near-term San Luis Reservoir operations were reported, and Boardman explained a 

temporary storage exchange between DWR and Reclamation.  Boardman responded to various follow 

up questions from Directors Diedrich and Hansen by explaining: 1) the timing of pumping transfer water 

and how CVP SLR storage is being managed with little to no Project water available in the reservoir, and 

2) The possibility of using some of the State’ COA debt to remove the storage exchange obligation that 

the CVP has to the SWP in SLR.   

Director White briefly clarified that the Friant/San Luis exchange was to meet only the demands 

of the Exchange Contractors and was not used to meet refuge demands. 

 
12. Agenda Item 13: Committee Reports. 

a. Water Resources Committee – October meeting was cancelled. 

b. Finance & Administration Committee – No report. 

c. O&M Committee – Chair Chris White reported that the O&M Committee is 
scheduled to meet October 18, 2021. 

 
13. Agenda Item 14: Outside Agency/Organization Reports. 

a. State and Federal Contractors Water Agency (SFCWA) 

Executive Director Federico Barajas reported that a meeting will be scheduled next month. 

b. Family Farm Alliance (FFA) 

Report included in the packet. 

c. Farm Water Coalition. 

Mike Wade reported that efforts are being continued to provide administrative support 

to the Authority including working on the Media Monitor. Wade reported that they are working 

on briefing documents for tours, briefings, and Authority functions. 

d. Association of California Water Agencies 

Director Bill Diedrich reported that the Agriculture Committee meeting is today at 1:00. 

Director John Varela reported that ACWA’s new president will be announced at the ACWA 

conference in Pasadena. Varela reported that the Fall ACWA Conference is both virtual and in-

person.  



 

e. San Joaquin Valley Water Blueprint Effort 

Scott Petersen reported that the Blueprint Executive Committee met yesterday regarding 

ongoing discussions about modifications to Blueprint governance structure. 

f. CVPWA 

Director Anthea Hansen reported that next Friday the contractors have a call for 

the Financial Affairs Committee, and the Board meeting is scheduled the following 

Tuesday. 

14. Agenda Item 15: Board Member Reports. 

No report. 
 
 
15. Agenda Items 16-17: Closed Session Report. 

Chair Cannon Michael adjourned the open session to address the items listed on the Closed 

Session Agenda at approximately 11:35 a.m. Upon return to open session at approximately 12:36 p.m., 

Chair Cannon Michael stated that no reportable actions were taken. 

 

16. Agenda Item 18: Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2 (a) (3) 

No reports. 

 
17. Agenda Item 19: Adjournment. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:37 p.m. 
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SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY SPECIAL TELEPHONIC BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS, AND JOINT BOARD OF DIRECTORS SPECIAL TELEPHONIC MEETING – 

SPECIAL JOINT WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE, AND FINANCE & 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE SPECIAL JOINT WORKSHOP MINUTES  

OCTOBER 21, 2021 

The Special Telephonic Joint Workshop of the Board of Directors, Water Resources 

Committee, and Finance & Administration Committee of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota 

Water Authority convened at approximately 1:00 p.m. This meeting was held via 

teleconference/ZOOM in accordance with Government Code section 54953(e) and Resolution 

2021-490 adopted by the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Board of Directors on 

October 7, 2021, with Chair Cannon Michael presiding. 

Board of Directors Present  

Division 1 
David Weisenberger, Director 
Bobby Pierce, Director ~ Vince Lucchesi, Alternate 
Anthea Hansen, Director  

Division 2 

William Bourdeau, Director  

Division 3 
Michael Linneman, Director  
Bill Diedrich, Director 
Jarrett Martin, Alternate for Chris White 

Cannon Michael, Director  

Ric Ortega, Director  

Division 4 
Aaron Baker, Alternate for John Varela 

Richard Santos, Alternate for Gary Kremen 

Jeff Cattaneo, Director 

Sara Singleton, Alternate for Joseph Tonascia 

Division 5 

Bill Pucheu, Director 

Tom Birmingham, Director ~ Jose Gutierrez, Alternate 

Manny Amorelli, Director  
 

Water Resources Committee Members Present 

Ex-Officio 

Cannon Michael 
William Bourdeau 

Division 1 

Anthea Hansen, Alternate 
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Division 2 
    Bill Diedrich, Member 

Division 3 

Ric Ortega, Alternate 

Division 4 

Vincent Gin, Member ~ Jeff Cattaneo, Alternate 

Division 5 

Tom Birmingham, Member ~ Manny Amorelli, Alternate 
 

Finance & Administration Committee Members Present 

Ex-Officio 

Cannon Michael 
William Bourdeau 

Division 1 

Anthea Hansen, Alternate 

Division 2 

None 

Division 3 

Jarrett Martin, Alternate 

Division 4 

Sara Singleton, Member  

Division 5 

Bill Pucheu, Member ~ Manny Amorelli, Alternate  

Friant Water Authority 

 Jason Phillips, Member ~ Wilson Orvis, Alternate 

 
Authority Representatives Present 

Federico Barajas, Executive Director 

Pablo Arroyave, Chief Operating Officer 

Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director 

Rebecca Akroyd, General Counsel 

Joyce Machado, Director of Finance  

Lauren Neves, Accountant III 

Stewart Davis, IT Officer 

Others Present 
Richard Welsh, Reclamation 

 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
Chair Cannon Michael called the meeting to order, and roll was called. 
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2. Opportunity for Public Comment 

No public comment. 

 
3.    Discussion Regarding B.F. Sisk Dam Raise and Reservoir Expansion Project. 

Executive Director Federico Barajas introduced the item, and informed the Board that 

Reclamation has answered questions asked by the Water Authority. Barajas introduced 

Richard Welsh and Casey Arthur from Reclamation. 

Richard Welsh provided a brief summary of the Projects Benefits & Funding Example 

Diagram, and walked through the questions/answers. Both documents were provided to the 

Board and Committee members previously. Throughout the presentation, Richard Welsh and 

Water Authority staff answered questions from Board and Committee members, and the Board 

provided direction to staff regarding further action items to be brought to the Board relating to 

the project.  

 

4. Executive Directors Report.  

 Water Policy Director Scott Petersen provide a brief update on the recent reinitiation of 

consultation on the 2019 biological opinions regarding long-term coordinated operation of the 

Central Valley Project and State Water Project and proposed interim operations plan. Petersen 

reported that there has been a tremendous amount of activity around operations for the coming 

year and in response to this activity, one statement was issued and three letters were sent over 

the last two weeks to express significant concerns with the approach taken by the state and 

federal government related to proposed interim operations for WY22. Petersen reported that on 

October 1, the California Republican Congressional delegation issued a statement in response 

to the reinitiation of consultation., Petersen reported that on October 19, the Governor issued a 

proclamation extending the drought emergency statewide and resetting a conservation target 

of 15% reduction in consumption. Petersen reported that the proclamation adds the eight 

counties not previously included in the drought state of emergency: Imperial, Los Angeles, 

Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco and Ventura. Petersen reported 

that the drought emergency proclamation requires local water suppliers to implement water 

shortage contingency plans that are responsive to local conditions and prepare for the 

possibility of a third dry year. Petersen reported that on October 19, the State Board issued a 

notice indicating that all curtailments under the August 20, 2021 curtailment orders issued 

pursuant to the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Watershed Emergency Reporting and 

Curtailment Regulation are temporarily suspended.  Petersen reported that the reporting 

requirements remain in place, as do other curtailment requirements pursuant to Standard 

http://cert1.mail-west.com/LyxY/zjanmc7rmk/tmyu/kLg/nvfjxc81/juz/8s9w/4kLzfc
https://mavensnotebook.com/glossary/watershed/
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Water Right Term 91.  Petersen reported that the temporary suspension of curtailments is 

subject to change.  Petersen reported that water supply forecasts will continue to be evaluated 

regularly to determine if, when, and to what extent re-imposition of curtailments is appropriate, 

and updates will continue to be provided by email and web posting. 

  
5. Closed Session 

Chair Cannon Michael adjourned the open session to address the items listed on the 

Closed Session Agenda at approximately 2:25 p.m. Upon return to open session at 

approximately 2:37 p.m., Chair Cannon Michael stated that no reportable actions were taken 

 
6. Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2(a)(3) 

None. 
 

7. Adjournment. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:39 p.m. 

https://mavensnotebook.com/glossary/term-91/

