
 MEMORANDUM         
 

   
   
 

TO: SLDMWA Board of Directors, Alternates 

FROM: John Brodie, Water Resource Programs Manager 
Joe McGahan, Regional Drainage/Westside Watershed Coalition Coordinator 

DATE: November 4, 2021 

RE: Activity Agreements – Staff Report for October 2021  

   

This memorandum serves as the Staff Report for October 2021 regarding specified1 Water 
Authority activities not separately addressed on the Board meeting agenda. 
 
1. Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Activity Summary 

San Joaquin River Funding Area (SJRFA) 

Work continues for all projects for the Proposition 1 Round 1 IRWM Implementation grant for 
the SJRFA in the Westside-San Joaquin (WSJ) IRWM Region. Administered through SLDMWA, the 
grant includes funding for four projects within the SJRFA and one project within the Tulare-Kern 
Funding Area. One SJRFA project, the North Valley Regional Recycled Water Program (NVRRWP), 
is complete. This project uses nearly 38,000 linear feet of pipeline to convey recycled water from 
the city of Turlock’s wastewater treatment plant to the Modesto pumping plant. More than 
10,000 acre feet of recycled water will be provided to Del Puerto Water District, and an additional 
3,800 acre feet will be provided to CVPIA designated Wildlife Refuges South of the Delta.  

Tulare-Kern Funding Area (TKFA) 

The City of Huron Groundwater Supply Well and Recharge Project is in its final stages of grant-
funded work and will be wrapped up before the end of the fiscal year. The supply well will reduce 
the need for Huron, a designated disadvantaged community (DAC), to purchase water. It will help 
meet more than 50% of the community’s drinking water demands.  

General Westside-San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) 

The Westside-San Joaquin Regional IRWM Technical Advisory Committee met to discuss project 
ranking for the anticipated Proposition 1, Round 2 IRWM Grant Funding.  DWR expects the 
funding to be available by mid-2022. The TAC also provided a recommendation for staff to 
compile an annual report for Westside-San Joaquin IRWM Region reflecting the 2021 water year.  

                                                
1 For the sake of completeness, this includes those Activity Agreements that have been approved by the 
Board of Directors, but not yet signed by all interested members and/or participants (i.e., the Los 
Vaqueros Expansion Project Activity Agreement, the Exchange Contractors 2019-2023 Transfer Program 
Activity Agreement, and the Westside-San Joaquin Integrated Regional Water Management Activity 
Agreement). 



Memo to SLDMWA Board of Directors 
November 4, 2021 
Page 2 of 3 
 

The IRWM Roundtable of Regions (ROR), a statewide IRWM information and advocacy group, is 
holding a virtual summit November 15-17. The focus of the summit is building successful 
partnerships and the theme is Climate Science and Resilience. Staff is planning to participate in 
the Summit.   

2. Sustainable Groundwater Management Activity (SGMA) Activity Summary 

Northern and Central Delta-Mendota Regions 

The Northern and Central Management Committees held their regular joint meeting in late 
October. The Committees are preparing for the release of an anticipated $7.6 million to critically 
overdrafted subbasins, including the Delta-Mendota Subbasin, from SB 170 to the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management (SGM) Grant program’s SGMA Implementation Round 1 program in 
early 2022. The funds can be used for projects and preparing responses to DWR comments on 
the Subbasin’s GSPs, which are anticipated by mid-December 2021. The Committees are also 
reviewing the first draft of Fiscal Year 2023 budgets.  

Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) and member agencies completed work with staff on 
tools to track progress on annual GSP implementation activities. These include documenting 
progress on monitoring and implementation efforts.  

General SGMA Activities  

Work continues to progress on the Subbasin’s Proposition 68 Sustainable Groundwater 
Management (SGM) grant. Both a well census and inventory project and a Subbasin-wide 
subsidence characterization and project feasibility study are on schedule for completion by 
January 2022. The consultant conducting the Delta-Mendota Subbasin Subsidence 
Characterization and Project Feasibility Study led the first of three anticipated presentations to a 
special Technical Working Group meeting in late October. Committee members provided input 
on determinations from the preliminary data analysis.  

GSAs have concluded the collection of fall/seasonal low water level data at representative 
monitoring sites in the Subbasin. The deadline to collect this data was October 31, 2021. This is 
also the deadline to have water quality data uploaded into the Subbasin’s Data Management 
System. Work is underway on distilling the data in preparation for the SGMA Annual report, due 
to DWR by April 1, 2022. 

3. Drainage Activity Summary 

Grassland Basin Drainage Management Steering Committee Activity Summary 
 

Mud Slough Restoration Project: The project is to restore Mud Slough (north) flows to the 
Newman Lake north of Highway 140 and to remove structures within the state’s China Island 
Refuge. The CEQA Initial Study was circulated for public comment on June, 30, 2021 and 
comments were due on July 30, 2021.  Comments were received from the State Water Resources 
Control Board Division of Water Rights, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and a 
group of 18 parties comprised of the Planning and Conservation League and others. Consultants 
are reviewing the comments and preparing appropriate responses. The time schedule is for the 
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Grassland Basin Drainers Steering Committee to review the comments and responses on 
November 19, 2021 and, if appropriate, recommend adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative 
Declaration and Project Approval by the Authority at the December 9, 2021 meeting. 
 
Threat to Fish Report: The GBD were required to submit a report on July 31, 2021 under Section 
13267 of the California Water Code that would include all data available on fish tissue sampling 
since the beginning of the Grassland Bypass Project since 1996.  Conservations were held with 
the Regional Board on the report content. 
 
Other ongoing activities: Continue to review GBD invoices, prepare annual monitoring reports, 
support for ongoing litigation and data management and management of the Third Party Group 
for the Grassland Drainage Area Coalition to implement the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program. 
Work includes participation in activities for groundwater protection values. 

San Joaquin Valley Drainage Authority Activity Summary 
 

Continue management of the Westside San Joaquin River Watershed Coalition to comply with 
the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program. Follow up calls and emails were answered to assist 
farmers in completing their paperwork requirements. Manage field monitoring program and 
provide update of the management plan to the Regional Board.  Review invoices from consultants 
and prepare letters to admin staff.  Continue to update membership database. Organize and 
make presentation to outreach meetings for surface and groundwater management plan. Assist 
grower members in completing the required reporting forms and self-certification requirements. 
Enter farmer evaluation and nitrogen summary reports into coalition database.  
 
Participate in group conference calls regarding surface and groundwater management plans, 
groundwater protection formulas and the CVSalts prioritization and optimization studies.  
Participate in Central Valley Groundwater Monitoring Collaborative conference calls. Participate 
in Regional Board quarterly conference calls. 

 
Begin planning for development of Management Zone implementation. Manage ongoing 
monitoring.  Revise the QAPP for the monitoring program. 
 
Management continued for the Prop 84 Real Time Management Program Grant for compliance 
with the San Joaquin River Salt and Boron TMDL.  Follow up and direct field work in northerly 
stations. Organize and lead September SJVDA Board meeting.   
 


