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SAN LUIS & DELTA-MENDOTA WATER AUTHORITY 

WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING AND JOINT 

WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING - SPECIAL 

BOARD WORKSHOP MINUTES 

APRIL 7, 2025 
 

The San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Water Resources Committee Regular 

Meeting and Joint Water Resources Committee Regular Meeting and Special Board Workshop 

convened at approximately 10:00 a.m. at 842 6th Street in Los Banos, California, with Committee 

Chair William Bourdeau presiding. 

Water Resources Committee Members Present 

Ex-Officio 
Cannon Michael 
William Bourdeau 

Division 1 

Anthea Hansen, Member 

Division 2 

Lon Martin, Alternate 

Division 3 

Chris White, Member 

Division 4 

Vince Gin, Member (via ZOOM) ~ Dana Jacobson, Alternate 

Division 5 
Manny Amorelli, Alternate 

Board of Directors Present 

Division 1 
Anthea Hansen, Director 

Division 2 

Justin Diener, Director (via ZOOM) 

William Bourdeau, Vice-Chair/Director 
Lon Martin, Alternate 

Division 3 
Chris White, Alternate 
Jarrett Martin, Director 
Cannon Michael, Chair/Director 

Division 4 
Dana Jacobson, Director 

Brett Miller, Alternate 

Division 5 

Manny Amorelli, Director 
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Authority Representatives Present 
Federico Barajas, Executive Director 

Pablo Arroyave, Chief Operating Officer 

Rebecca Akroyd, General Counsel 

Rebecca Harms, Deputy General Counsel 

Scott Petersen, Water Policy Director 

Ray Tarka, Director of Finance 

Eddie Reyes, Information Systems Technician 
 

Others Present 
Chase Hurley, Pacheco Water District 
Steve Stadler, San Luis Water District 
Mike Gardner, Columbia Canal Company (via ZOOM) 
John Wiersma, Henry Miller Reclamation District (via ZOOM) 
Ric Ortega, Grasslands Water District (via ZOOM) 
 

1.     Call to Order/Roll Call – Committee Chair William Bourdeau called the meeting to order 

and roll was called. 

 
2. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda of Items, as authorized by Government Code 

Section 54950 et seq. - No additions or corrections. 

3. Opportunity for Public Comment - No public comment. 

 
4. Water Resources Committee to Consider Approval of the March 3, 2025 Meeting 

Minutes ~ Chair William Bourdeau deemed the March 3, 2025 meeting minutes deemed approved 

as submitted. 

 
5. Recommendation to the Board of Directors to Adopt Staff Recommendation on 

Positions on Legislation 

a. H.R. 776 (Harder), Nutria Eradication and Control Reauthorization Act of 2025 
b. H.R. 1894 (Calvert), FISH Act of 2025 
c. S. 322 (Padilla), Improving Atmospheric River Forecasts Act 
d. S.B. 695 (Cortese/Caballero): Transportation: climate resiliency: projects of statewide 

and regional significance. 
e. A.B. 1319 (Schultz): Protected Species: California Endangered Species Act. 
f. S.B. 601 (Allen): Water: waste discharge. 

 

Water Policy Director Scott Petersen reviewed the staff recommendations for positions on 

legislation. Petersen answered questions from Committee members. 

On a motion of Member Vince Gin, seconded by Member Anthea Hansen, the Committee 

adopted the staff recommendations for support positions on H.R. 776, S. 322, S.B. 695, and 
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oppose positions on A.B. 1319, and S.B. 601. The vote on the motion was as follows: 

AYES: Michael, Bourdeau, Hansen, Lon Martin, White, Gin, Amorelli 
NAYS: None 
ABSTENTIONS: None 

 
6. Executive Director’s Report. 

a. Planning Committee – Executive Director Federico Barajas reported that there is no 

Planning Committee meeting today, but there is a Special Workshop scheduled later 

this month. Barajas provided a brief update regarding ongoing work on the DMC 

Subsidence Correction Project. 

b. CVP Allocation Update – Executive Director Federico Barajas reported that water 

rates will be updated consistent with Board action and Reclamation’s recent increase 

of CVP water supply allocation. 

c. Operations Update – Chief Operating Officer Pablo Arroyave provided an update 

regarding the O’Neill Pumping Plant outages. Arroyave reported that the first 15-day 

outage will be in November 2025, and then three future outages to occur a year apart 

in September-October. Arroyave reported that the Bureau is planning an 8-hour per 

day outage April 21-23, 2025 at the Tracy Fish Facility. 

d. Transfer Programs – Executive Director Federico Barajas and Chief Operating 

Officer Pablo Arroyave provided brief reports on North-to-South, Yuba, and 

Exchange Contractor transfers. Barajas and Arroyave answered questions from 

Committee members. 

e. Drought Plan MOU – Executive Director Federico Barajas highlighted changes to 

the South of Delta Drought Plan MOU to reflect relevant status and updates.  

 
7. Update on Water Policy/Resources Activities. 

Water Policy Director Scott Petersen provided an extensive update regarding the Adaptive 

Management Process for Implementation of the Long-Term Operations of the Central Valley 

Project (CVP), Endangered Species Act consultation on the Trinity River Operations, State Water 

Resources Control Board activity, Directives and Standards associated with financial management, 

the Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley, and the San Joaquin Valley Collaborative Action 

Program. General Counsel Rebecca Akroyd answered questions regarding the Healthy Rivers and 

Landscapes Implementation Funding Activity Agreement. Petersen answered Committee 

questions throughout the presentation. 

 
8. Update on Water Operations and Forecasts. 
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Chief Operating Officer Pablo Arroyave distributed the latest 90% Exceedance Forecast to 

the Committee. Arroyave reported that 2025 is an average, or better water year for the third year in 

a row. Arroyave provide information regarding reservoir storage, allocations, and operations. 

Arroyave reported that all 6 units are available at Jones Pumping Plant, and all 5 units are available 

at O’Neill Pumping Plant. Arroyave answered Committee member questions throughout the 

presentation. 

  

9. Committee Member Reports – No reports. 

 
10. Closed Session 

Chair William Bourdeau adjourned the open session to address the items listed on the 

Closed Session Agenda at approximately 11:05 a.m. Upon return to open session at approximately 

11:22 a.m., Chair William Bourdeau reported that no reportable actions were taken in closed 

session. 

 

11. Agenda Item 13: Reports Pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2 – No reports. 

 
12. Agenda Item 14: Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:23 a.m. 


